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A word synonymous with privacy, security, and tranquility. 
Home is the place where you set down personal items, take 
off shoes, and stretch out on a couch to rest or catch up on 
a favorite television program. Home is the place where you 
should feel safe regardless of world events.

Home:
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Home:
The Vulnerable 
Castle

Chapter 1
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Unfortunately, home is also a target for those we least expect or want 
to intrude upon our archipelago of personal possessions and peaceful 
night’s sleep. According to the Federal Bureau of Investigations, homes 
and apartments are a burglary bonanza. FBI data revealed over 2 million 
burglaries per year—that’s one break-in and theft every 14.6 seconds.

Just this loss in possessions and sense of security justifies second checks 
of locks and windows, but it may also cause a few sleepless nights. 
Consider the fact that 85% of break-ins are by non-professionals, 58.3% 
occur through forcible entry—locking the door helps but does not stop the 
determined thief—and in 28% of break-ins, someone was home. A startling 
7% of those incidents resulted in harm to the household member.

Home:
The Vulnerable Castle

Thieves walk off with an average of $2,119 after 
each break-in, amounting to a total of $4.6 billion 
each year

Chapter 1
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Suddenly, home seems like a frighteningly vulnerable castle. There is no 
moat or palace guard. And just because you live on the sixth floor of an 
apartment complex that has a registered security guard does not mean a 
watchful burglar is not on patrol.

Law enforcement officers find the following characteristics to be a lure for 
thieves: 

• A number of vacant units
• Easy access (is that fitness center or swimming pool entrance really 

locked?)
• Plenty of cover—not just plants or trees but a lot of people passing 

through the lobby
• Readily available escape routes, including fire evacuation doors and 

underground parking garages

Then add time of day and the calendar. According to the FBI, 65% of all 
burglaries occur while occupants are at work, and apartment-break-ins 
spike during July and August, when most people go on vacation. (The 
slump season for theft is in February. Apparently, even thieves don’t like 
the cold.)

Chapter 1 Home: The Vulnerable Castle
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Home Security
By The 
Numbers
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A knowledgeable consumer is a powerful consumer. Here are some of 
the key statistics that you should know about burglary in the US today.

Home Security:

Will Your Home Be Broken Into?

By The Numbers

• Over 2M burglaries happen each year 1

• A burglary occurs every 14.6 seconds 2

• 65% of burglaries occur during the day, when you are at work! 3

• A home without a home security system is 300% more likely to be 
broken into! 4

• Only 17% of homes have a security system 5

Chapter 2



9

Chapter 2 Home Security: By The Numbers

What Could Happen in the Event of a Burglary?

Will You Recover Your Valuables?

Sources

• Burglary accounts for $4.6 Billion in lost property, the average dollar 
loss per burglary offense was $2,119!  6

• 58.3% of burglaries occur through forcible entry 7

• 35.2% of burglaries are through unlawful entry or no force needed 
like an unlocked door! 8

• 85% of break-ins are from “non-professional” criminal, crimes of 
opportunity by someone looking for quick cash 9

• In 28% of burglaries, someone is home and in 7% of all household 
burglaries, a household member experienced some form of violence10

• Only 10% of reported burglaries resulted in an arrest! 11

• Only 21% of property is ever recovered! 12

1. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/index-page

2. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/index-page

3. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/index-page

4. http://www.tiffinohio.gov/tiffinpd/home_security.htm

5. FBI Statistics

6. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/index-page

7. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/offenses-
known-to-law-enforcement/burglary/burglary

7. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/offenses-
known-to-law-enforcement/burglary/burglary

8. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/offenses-
known-to-law-enforcement/burglary/burglary

9. http://www.tiffinohio.gov/tiffinpd/home_security.htm

10. http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/vdhb.pdf

11. http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/hb9411.pdf

12. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/index-page
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How Do You
Avoid Becoming
A Victim?
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Let’s start with the simple and then move to smart 
technologies.

How Do You

First: Lock your door and latch your windows

Avoid Becoming A Victim?

Crime reports indicate that 35% of all burglaries are accomplished 
via unlawful entry (the door was not locked or a window was open), 
or no force was required (a cleaning team was out getting supplies 
or apartment maintenance crews left a set of master keys lying 
on an unattended cart). This simple solution is particularly true of 
apartments that supposedly have secure parking garages. Lulled 
into a false sense of security by that sliding metal fence, more than a 
few apartment dwellers neglect locking their door. Keep in mind that 
thieves watch for a car to drive in and then dash in before the steel 
curtain closes.

1

Chapter 3
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Chapter 3 How Do You Avoid Becoming A Victim?

Second, take your first name or the Ms., Miss, Mrs. or Mr. off of 
your mailbox. 

Third, lock sliding glass doors and then place a physical block in 
the channel that they travel before departing your home for the 
day.

Fourth, invest in technology.

Fifth, go high-tech. 

Thieves are more apt to target dwellings that appear to be occupied by a 
woman because women are more likely to have small valuables (jewelry), 
smaller pets (a cat or a little dog), and they’re physically less threatening. 
Even better, get your property manager to just place unit numbers on 
mailboxes.

A yardstick or an old broom handle will usually do the trick. Make sure 
there is no more than an inch of travel space once the block is in place. 
A clever thief knows how to lift out a sliding door or window if there is 
more than an inch of travel room.

Law enforcement agencies report that a home or an apartment without a 
security system is 300% more likely to be broken into. That’s right, 300%. 
There’s a reason that people put home security alarm system signs in 
their front yard—even an indication that such a device is in place will 
cause a thief to shop elsewhere. 

Even the best security systems rarely include a camera. The alarm will go 
off, and the police will be summoned, but they probably won’t arrive until 
after the perpetrator flees with your property. According to FBI data, only 
10% of reported burglaries resulted in arrest, and only 21% of purloined 
property is recovered. Level that playing field with your smart phone and 
our technology.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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The Home
Security Solution

Chapter 4
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In short, while low-tech solutions—locking your door and blocking 
sliding doors—are a great first step, higher-end technologies provide a 
true sense of security when you leave home for work, a night out, and 
vacation. By taking the leap to wireless cameras that provide a feed to 
your smartphone, you avoid another monthly bill, collect evidence that 
law enforcement could use to prosecute the thief, and best of all, you 
have peace of mind knowing your dwelling is safe even without a moat, a 
personal guard, or a vicious dog.

The Home
Security Solution

Higher-end technologies provide a true sense of 
security when you leave home for work, a night 
out, and vacation.

Chapter 4
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Meet Blink
Home Security 
& Video 
Monitoring
Seeing is Knowing

Chapter 5
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Blink is the battery-powered home security 

camera that sends motion-activated alerts 

& HD video to your smartphone for just 

$99. No contract, no wires and batteries 

last for a year!

As opposed to traditional security systems 

that add video as an afterthought, can be 

many times more expensive, have ugly 

wires and require a professional to install, 

Blink is designed for the rest of us. Simply 

place, turn on & feel safe.

You can provide video of the culprit to law officers to facilitate apprehension, 

arrest, and conviction.

Meet Blink
Home Security & Video 
Monitoring

Chapter 5

Now you know if a thief is in your home, if he or 
she has left, and what might have been stolen.
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Not to brag, but the Blink system has been awarded over 500 5-star 
ratings on Amazon.com, and the positive feedback keeps coming. 
Here’s just one example:

What Our
Customers Said

- D. Rupa

- Jamie Rogers

Home Monitoring – This is the Solution You’ve 
Been Waiting For!

Love my Blink!

Chapter 5 Meet Blink: Home Security & Video Monitoring

“For years I’ve been looking for an affordable home monitoring system. 

I was tired of paying an alarm company an ever increasing monthly 

fee for a bare bones wired system. The problem with most wireless 

systems is either that they are a hassle to set up, or there’s that lovely 

monthly fee to deal with again. Enter the Blink Smart Home HD Monitor 

and Alert System.”

“I’ve been using my blink for about two weeks now and love it. I use 

it watch my driveway so I can keep track of who visits my house. I 

originally was going to buy an exterior camera and mount it on the eve 

of my roof. That plan however would require that I either string a POE 

cable or a 110 Volts to the destination, not really worth the huge effort. 

The other option was to mount a Foscam inside the window, but my 

wife didn’t like it because it was too big.”
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Chapter 5 Meet Blink: Home Security & Video Monitoring

- Pat

- Brandy Ricks

Exceeded my expectations...

So far FANTASTIC.

It’s a great product, very pleased with the performance. I have ordered 

3 cameras along with the sync module and the installation took no 

more than 10 minutes. I have always been thinking about installing 

surveillance cameras but back stepped from the thought because of the 

complexity of the installation but HERE IS THE SOLUTION.

“So far FANTASTIC. I’ve only had mine for a couple of days, and honestly 

haven’t had time to set up all 8 cameras yet, but that is not because it is 

difficult or time consuming – just trying to decide where to put them all. 

We have one set up and it took less than 10 minutes, including opening 

the box and intallation. It has worked flawlessly and the picture quality 

is great.”



Check Blink out at blinkforhome.com or search for “Blink Security” on 
Amazon.com

Blink for Home
100 Burtt Road
Andover, MA 01810
www.blinkforhome.com
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Learn More
About Blink


